INTRODUCTION
The history of medicine and surgery dates back in the remote past. There was a time when human sufferings and oilments and their alleviations were associated with religion, myth and magic. In India the earliest records referring to curative properties of certain herbs are contained in Rigveda (3500 -1800 B.C.) In Rigveda the references to plants are very brief while Atharvaveda abounds more detailed.
After Vedas, one finds a long gap of about 1000 years in the development of this science in India. Then came the two most important works on Indian systems of Medicine, the works of Charak and Susruta, namely the Charak Samhita and Susruta Samhita. The latter deals with about 700 drugs, some of these were not indigenous to India (Jain, 1968 Hence it was endeavoured to undertake the studies on medicinal plants of Bhopal and its suburbs.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Periodic visits to various localities of the area understudy were paid, the plants collected, identified and native were asked to explain the use of various plants prevalent among them, who resort to such use whenever suffering from an ailment. Moreover emphasis was especially laid on the queries regarding plants used for the cure of skin afflictions and the same are enumerated here under. The information collected is nothing more than folklore and requires verification through experimental work and clinical investigations to ascertain and establish their utility and efficacy.
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